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Congress established the
Buredu of Refugees, Freedmen
?nd Abandoned Landsin 1865
O
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» Provide food, clothing,
and temporary shelfer to
freedmen & destitute white
refugees

» Supervise and manage
abandoned lands
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are thorefore declared to be legally m

 Freedmen’s Court

* Hospital reports
Indentures

« Labor contracts

« Letters e B B
Marriages ~

« Ration Reports
« Claims for military |
service
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Freedman's Bank records (when agents worked
for the Bank and the Bureau)
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Freedmen's Bureau Transcription Project

Aims to transcribe all 1.7 million Bureau records
e Launched in 2016

» Largest crowdsourced project ever sponsored by the
Smithsonian

« Over 300,000 records transcribed to date
* More than 34,000 volunpeers
* Will allow full text searches once completed

* Will increase our understanding of the Reconsifruction era
and of post-Emancipation life




Lonnie G. Bunch Il & @SmithsonianSec - Aug 25

For many African Americans, including myself, tracing family history
before the 1870s is very challenging. An important resource is being
transcribed and just reached 100,000 pages—the Freedmen's Bureau
Records, which reveal facets of daily life in the South after the Civil War.

Q Smithsonian Transcription Center £ @TranscribeS| - Augll s

Thanks to the incredible efforts of #volunpeers we have officiall |
transcribed over 100,000 pages of Freedmen's Bureau records fi}
@NMAAHC!

Join us all week as we explore the impact of this tremendous mif I
on historical and genealogical research with #DiscoverTCFreedn}|
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*DiscoverTCFreedmen

Explore over 100,000 pages of fully transcribed Freedmen's Bure |
https://transcription si.edu/freedmensbureau |
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Susan Ann Blakley v
@SusanAnnBlakley

Thank You, Jesus!

| discovered that my Great Grandfather Isaac BLAKER
was listed on the MS indexed. He was living in Natchez,
MS in 1869. | haven't located him or his family on the
1870 censuses in MO or MS. #FamilyConnections

@ smithsonian Transcription Center & @TranscribeS! - Aug 17

Now, 5 years later, the names are fully indexed @ discoverfreedmen.org, and
more than 100K pages of Freedmen's Bureau records from GA, MS, NC, and DC
are fully transcribed and keyword searchable in the Transcription Center.

#DiscoverTCFreedmen --> s.si.edu/311ThWa3Y.
Show this thread

12:15 PM - Aug 17, 2020 - Twitter Web App
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franscribe@si.edu

@TranscribeS|
@NMAAHC

#FreedmensBureau
#DiscoverTCFreedmen
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Smithsonian Transcription Center

* Smithsonian PROJECTS SEARCH ABOUT TIPS BLOG

SMITHSONIAN DIGITAL VOLUNTEERS: TRANSCRIPTION CENTER SIGNUP LOGIN
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Getting Started

« Step 1: Register for  « Step 2. Review « Step 3: Explore
an account Instructions Projects

— .

= =

transcription.si.edu/user/login transcription.si.edu/tips transcription.si.edu/projects
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https://transcription.si.edu/user/login
https://transcription.si.edu/projects
https://transcription.si.edu/tips

Transcribe or Review

Option 1 : Transcribe Option 2 : Review
A transcriber types all contentincluded on a page - A reviewer checks the accuracy of already transcribed
making it readable and text-searchable across page, completing the process of making the historical
Smithsonian databases. content accessible.
Instructions Instructions
Register and select a page labeled “Start / Register and select a page labeled “Needs review”
Continue Transcribing”
Transcribe Review
* Type whatyou see on the page » Check completeness and accuracy of the page
» Savefrequently » Reopen for editing — if needs further editing
* Mark for review after completion » Mark as complete —if ev erything looks good
Helpful resources Helpful resources
e Generaltranscription rules e Generaltranscriptionrules
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https://transcription.si.edu/user/83157/edit
https://transcription.si.edu/user/register
https://transcription.si.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/smithsonian_tc_instructions_printable_.pdf
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau
https://transcription.si.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/smithsonian_tc_instructions_printable_.pdf
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau

franscribe@si.edu

@TranscribeS|
@NMAAHC

#FreedmensBureau
#DiscoverTCFreedmen
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mailto:FreedmensBureau@si.edu

Freedmen's Bureau Transcription Project

When in Doubt:

» Review the overall TIPS page (including a helpful instructional video)
-> hitps://iranscription.si.edu/1ips

« Search for Freedmen’s Bureau agent names, place names, etc.
within the TC “search” page or via Google or refer to the resources
on the Freedmen’s Bureau instructions page.

» Review other completed pages in the project you're working on to
see how others have done it.

« Stuck on a worde Type [[¢]] and "save”

« Reach out! Via the “Feedback button™ or email us —
franscribe@si.edu or freedmensbureau@si.edu
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https://transcription.si.edu/tips
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
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