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Freedmen's Bureau History
Congress established the 
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen 
and Abandoned Lands in 1865 
to:
f

• Aid newly freed African 
Americans in their transition to 
freedom and citizenship

• Provide food, clothing, 
and temporary shelter to 
freedmen & destitute white 
refugees

• Supervise and manage 
abandoned lands

Operated in all 15 southern & 
boarder states



• Census returns

• Ration reports
• Education reports

• Freedmen’s Court
• Hospital reports
• Indentures

• Labor contracts
• Letters

• Marriages
• Ration Reports
• Claims for military 

service

• Registers of Complaints

• Freedman’s Bank records (when agents worked 
for the Bank and the Bureau)

Bureau Records



Freedmen’s Bureau Transcription Project

Aims to transcribe all 1.7 million Bureau records

• Launched in 2016

• Largest crowdsourced project ever sponsored by the 
Smithsonian

• Over 300,000 records transcribed to date

• More than 34,000 volunpeers

• Will allow full text searches once completed

• Will increase our understanding of the Reconstruction era 
and of post-Emancipation life





transcribe@si.edu

@TranscribeSI
@NMAAHC

#FreedmensBureau
#DiscoverTCFreedmen

mailto:FreedmensBureau@si.edu


Smithsonian Transcription Center 



Getting Started

• Step 1: Register for 
an account

transcription.si.edu/user/login

• Step 3: Explore 
Projects

transcription.si.edu/projects

• Step 2: Review 
Instructions

transcription.si.edu/tips 

https://transcription.si.edu/user/login
https://transcription.si.edu/projects
https://transcription.si.edu/tips


Transcribe or Review

Register and select a page labeled “Start / 

Continue Transcribing”
1

Register and select a page labeled “Needs rev iew”1

A rev iewer checks the accuracy of already transcribed 

page, completing the process of making the historical 
content accessible.

A transcriber types all content included on a page –

making it readable and text-searchable across 
Smithsonian databases. 

Option 1 : Transcribe Option 2 : Review 

Instructions Instructions

Transcribe2

 Type what you see on the page

 Save frequently 

 Mark for rev iew after completion

Rev iew2

 Check completeness and accuracy of the page

 Reopen for editing – if needs further editing 

 Mark as complete – if everything looks good 

Helpful resources3

 General transcription rules

 Freedmen’s Bureau’s transcription rules

Helpful resources3

 General transcription rules

 Freedmen’s Bureau’s transcription rules 

https://transcription.si.edu/user/83157/edit
https://transcription.si.edu/user/register
https://transcription.si.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/smithsonian_tc_instructions_printable_.pdf
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau
https://transcription.si.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/smithsonian_tc_instructions_printable_.pdf
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau
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Freedmen’s Bureau Transcription Project

When in Doubt: 

• Review the overall TIPS page (including a helpful instructional video) 
-> https://transcription.si.edu/tips

• Search for Freedmen’s Bureau agent names, place names, etc. 
within the TC “search” page or via Google or refer to the resources 
on the Freedmen’s Bureau instructions page.

• Review other completed pages in the project you’re working on to 
see how others have done it.

• Stuck on a word? Type [[?]] and ”save”

• Reach out! Via the “Feedback button” or email us –
transcribe@si.edu or freedmensbureau@si.edu

https://transcription.si.edu/tips
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
mailto:freedmensbureau@si.edu

